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This week’s community 


e: Chase 


Life is quiet, but it’s never dul 
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CHASE — The name brings to mind 
fast-paced action, but that’s not the case 
in Chase. 

The community at the intersection of 
Oconto County C and S about 20 miles 
northwest of Green Bay offers the laid- 
back country living residents like. 

Highway maps list its name as Chase, 
but to residents it is North Chase. Down 
County C about 2 miles is South Chase. 

There’s no rivalry here, except the 
friendly variety. 

When Ray Athey, owner of the South 
Chase Tavern, 494 County C, rode his 
horse through the North Chase Bar, it 

_ was done in 

fun and ac¬ 
cepted that 
way. 

"You never know’ what's going to hap¬ 
pen here.” said Athey. grinning after his 
ride around the pool table on "Buck.” 

Sue and Rich Dobrv agreed. They have 
leased the North Chase Bar. 7792 County 
S. from owner Bob LaCount for a year. 

Afternoon customers usually drift in 
quietly, but on a winter weekend, a band 
may draw- 300. 

"We re on the snowmobile route, so we 
get a lot of snowmobilers, and we’re in 
the country, so we get a lot of bikers,” 
said Rich Dobrv. 41. also a motorcyclist. 

The Dobrys, who moved to the Sobies- 
ki area from Green Bay, held a benefit 
this winter to raise funds for the Oconto 
veterans memorial. They raised $825. 

The people out here are really spe¬ 
cial.” said Sue Dobry. 43. "They’re all 
very nice.” 

The bar is the community’s only busi¬ 
ness. Across the street on the property of 
A. John and Jeanne Wroblewski. 7793 
County S. is a vacant building that once 
was a cheese factory. 

Fred Schwartz, a local pioneer, closed 
his factory in about 1950. Cheese fac¬ 
tories were located every few miles when 
farmers delivered their milk by horse and 
buggy, Wroblewski said. Today, like 
many of the farms, they are gone. 

The Wroblewski home, w hich is more 
than 80 years old. included a general 
store until about 20 years ago. Residents 
today may drive about 7 miles to Pulaski 
to shop, said Jeanne Wroblewski. town of 
Chase clerk for the past 14 years. 

The area once had five schools and 
three churches, she said. St. Joseph Cath¬ 
olic Church is a mile away. 

Wroblewski, 66, who graduated from 
the defunct Chase Central School, has 
lived here all of his life. Since retiring, he 
spends his time trying to stay one jump 
ahead of the weeds in his garden. 

Jeanne Wroblewski said the only noise 
is from gravel trucks that rumble day and 
night from three nearby pits. 

Erwin Rosenberg. 67, a native of 
Chase, has lived here the longest. His 
great-grandfather. Gottleib Regal fled 
the economic depression of Prussia in 
1870 and bought land for $1 an acre. 

Remnants of the foundation of the 
Methodist Church can be seen on Rosen¬ 
berg's property. He and wife. Althea. 70. 
built their home at 1307 County C to be 
near their parents. Their comer lot had 
four large trees, one of them a landmark, 
until Dutch elm disease claimed them. 

Althea moved to Chase from Milwau¬ 
kee about 45 years ago when her father. 
Charles Noster. bought the bar. 

Rosenberg came back from the Army 


Cutting to the Chase: Ray Athey, through the North Chase Bar, 
owner of the South Chase Tav- which is owned by his friends 
ern, rides his horse "Buck” Rich and Sue Dobry. 


The Chase file 

Z Population: 53 

Z Name game: Community apparently 
was named for Nathan Chase, a wealthy 
landowner who had a sawmill on the Lit¬ 
tle Suamico River a mile south of town 
Z Origin: German immigrants trying to 
escape poverty cleared land and built 
community on a hill near the sawmill 
Z Worship: Early Catholic residents at¬ 
tended Mass in Flintville until St Joseph 
Church was built in 1912. There also 
were Lutheran and Methodist churches 


during World War II and met Althea at 
the tavern. She has worked for every bar 
owner since. 

"You wouldn’t catch me living in 
Green Bay," said Rosenberg, who retired 
from Green Bay Drop Forge in 1985 
"There's cleaner air out here." 

His wife wouldn't consider a move, ei¬ 
ther. "Here, everyone pitches in when 
you need help,” she said. 

The community celebrated North 
Chase Days with a parade, chicken 
boovah and brats years ago. but the peo¬ 
ple who organized it moved and it was 
discontinued, she said 


Jim Saindon. 49. patrols the area as 
part of his job with the Oconto County 
Sheriff s Department. He remembers vis¬ 
iting the bar with his aunt and uncle as a 
child. Saindon owned it 25 years ago. 

Raised in Anston. he and wife. Gladys, 
moved here in 1963. moved away and re¬ 
turned to a new house. 

A member of two snowmobile clubs 
and the Chase Sportsmen's Club. Sain¬ 
don finds life to his liking. 

"It’s good living for the kids." he said. 

■ Next week: Luxemburg in Kewaunee 
County 














